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EQUALITIES AND HUMAN RIGHTS COMMITTEE 

CIVIL PARTNERSHIP (SCOTLAND) BILL 

SUBMISSION FROM JOANNA BAKER AND JAN THORSKOV 

Firstly, we would like to express our delight that the Scottish government is finally addressing 
the iniquitous situation that currently exists with civil partnerships in Scotland.  We are a 
cohabiting couple that have been together for nearly 40 years and have long wanted the 
civil protections that are available with marriage, but without the religious and patriarchal 
"baggage" that comes with it. 
 
Now, to address some specific questions in the call for views. 

 

1. What is your view of the Bill’s approach to achieving equality by making civil 
partnerships available to different sex couples, rather than closing future civil 
partnerships to all couples?  

We fully support the Bill"s approach to achieving equality.  It would seem bizarre in extreme, 
to  adopt the principle of civil partnerships for same-sex couples one year, and then revoke 
that option a few years later.  The consequence would be to make Scotland stand out as 
beacon of unenlightenment, and its government as one of dithering fools.  The ridiculous 
nature of this stance would be compounded by fact that it would be possible for couples to 
circumvent it, by spending just a few days in any other part of the UK to form a civil 
partnership there - effectively creating a sort of inverse to the old Gretna Green wedding. 
 
 
 
2. What will the impact of the Bill and its provisions be on you, your community or 

your organisation? Give consideration as to whether there is any impact on human 
rights or equality issues for any particular groups of people 

The impact of the Bill on our own personal circumstances will be substantial.  For years now, 
we have felt disadvantaged, and effectively second-class citizens in comparison to same-
sex couples.  With this Bill, we feel that our long wait for equal treatment is finally over, 
almost.  We can now look forward to the security and civil matters that a partnership will 
provide. 

 
We do not foresee any significant impact on our community from this change in legislation, 
other than to other couples in our situation.  We are known as a couple in our community. 
 
Finally, we ask that the government expedite this change rapidly as we would like to 
celebrate our 40th anniversary by forming a civil partnership and would prefer not to have 
to travel to England to do so.  We are disappointed that the Scottish government is taking 
so long to bring the situation into line with that in England, Wales and Northern Ireland. 
  
  
 


